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Welcome to our “School Offer”  
Special Educational Needs (SEN) 

 Information Report 

 
Giving our children the skills, attitudes, opportunities and confidence to thrive socially,  

emotionally and academically in the evolving world we live in. 
 

 

What should I do if I am concerned about my child and think they may have a special 
educational need? 
 

 

 Talk to us - If you have any concerns, please come and speak to us in school. 

 

 
Who should I contact? 
 

 
1) Speak to your child’s class teacher – ask them for a meeting. 

 

After the meeting the school may suggest: 
 

 Ways that you can support your child at home 

 New strategies to support your child at school 

 A meeting with your child and the teacher to talk through how they can be supported 

 A meeting with the class teacher and the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator  

(SENCo). At De Havilland, this is Lauren Walker 

 

 

How would the school let me know if they are concerned about child? 

 
 The class teacher will contact you to discuss these concerns; you may be invited in for a 

meeting. 

 

 

 
How does the school know if children need extra help? 
 

 
All children are continually assessed in a variety of ways and this information is used to review 
how children are progressing. 
 
At termly Pupil Progress Meetings, the class teacher and a member of the Senior Leadership 
Team will discuss the progress of all children in the class. Decisions will be made around the 
need for additional support for some children and exactly what that will look like for the child.  
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How will the school support my child and who might work with them? 
 

 
Our SENCo oversees the additional support that some children need: 
  

 All classes have daily support from additional staff such as practitioners who work in 
partnership with the class teacher to provide appropriate support. This may be small 
group, paired or 1:1 support.  

 Teachers will share this information regarding additional support with parents at or around 
the time of the termly parents’ evenings. 

  
A few children require more specific provision, and it may be appropriate to seek advice from 
external professionals in order to support the child in school.  For example, a Speech and 
Language Therapist or a Specialist Teacher.  
 
This may mean that your child is visited by another professional (with parental consent) or that the 
staff are trained or supported by the professional. It may be appropriate for these children to have 
a support plan, which will be agreed between the child, their parents, school staff and external 
professionals.  
 

 

How will I know how my child is doing?  
 

 

 Parent Consultations – Autumn and Spring Term 

 End of year report – Summer Term 

 Open classroom events 

 It may be appropriate for a member of the school staff to call you 

 You may have additional meetings with your child’s class teacher / the SENCo 

 You may have a ‘home-school communication book’ or similar system where 
increased, regular communication is thought useful for a period. 

  

How might I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’s education? 

 

 In a few cases, children will have a support plan, this includes the views of parents and 
carers, the school and outside professionals 

 

 
How will learning be matched to my child’s needs?  
 

 
All class teachers use ongoing assessment to personalise the learning for all children  
 
Some children may require: 

 Reasonable adjustments 

 Interventions  

 Pre-learning and overlearning opportunities 

 An individual workstation 

 A personalised timetable 

 A personalised curriculum 

 Support from external professionals 
 
We talk to the children about their learning and listen to their views to ensure they are confident 
with what they are being asked to do.  
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What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing? 
 

 
All children receive support for their wellbeing through Personal Social Health and Emotional 
Education (PSHE). Staff foster and develop positive, trusting relationships with all children where 
there is mutual respect. Children are encouraged to share their thoughts and feelings.  
 
We follow the Protective Behaviours approach from Families Feeling Safe when teaching the 
children to understand and respond to their feelings.  
 
Some children may benefit from a wellbeing intervention for a short time period. Interventions will 
always be set up in discussion with parents, they may be one of the following: 

 Small group or 1:1 Protective Behaviours learning 

 Small group or 1:1 self-esteem learning 

 Small Group social skills learning 

 Chill Art 

 Drawing and Talking 

 Nurture group 

 Counselling 

 Art Therapy  
A few children may be referred to outside professionals if an in school intervention has not made 
a positive difference to the child’s needs.  
 
We have access to School Family Workers and School Nurses who may also be able to offer 
support in some cases.  
 
A  few children with medical needs may require a Health Care Plan, these are written in 
collaboration by: 

 School staff 

 Parents 

 School Nursing Service 
 

 

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school? 
 

  
The school has a bespoke response to supporting children and families. We use a wide range of 
expertise, services and other professionals in order to meet our learner’s needs. The service may 
provide training for school staff, support for families or work directly with our learners.  
These might include:- 
  

 School Health 

 Speech and Language Therapy 

 The Educational Psychology Service 

 Thorley Hill SpLd Base 

 Southfield Outreach Service 

 Advisory Teachers from a range of teams including: The Communication Disorder Team, 
Physical and Neurological Impairment Team, Sensory Impairment (Visual/Hearing) Team, 
Speech and Language Team, The Behaviour Hub 

 Family and Parent Support Workers  
  
We also, where appropriate may have contact with Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy, The 
Child Development Centre, Paediatricians and Children’s Services 
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What training have the staff, supporting children and young people with SEND, had or are 
having? 
 

 

The SENCo has completed the following training: 
 

 The National Award for SENCo’s 

 ELKLAN (An approach to speech and language for 5-11 year olds) Trainer training 

 The accredited course ‘The Theory and Practice of Nurture Groups’ 

 Trauma and attachment training 

 Magic Spells Literacy intervention 

 The child with Autistic Spectrum 

 Mental Health First Aid 

 Supporting learners with SEN in the mainstream classroom 
  
All staff have access to Continued Professional Development (CPD), this may be delivered by 
school staff or by external agencies. The SENCo arranges staff CPD based on the needs of our 
learners and the staff supporting them.  
   
The school may also draw from online resources and training such as those provided by the 
Dyslexia SpLd Trust, Autism Education Trust, National Association for Special Educational Needs 
(NASEN) or Braveheart Education.  
 
The school belongs to two groups. The Hatfield Schools Partnership and the larger DSPL 5 
(Developing Special Provision Locally) group. Both groups support the school and therefore our 
learners with a range of training opportunities and access to experts. 
 
The school can contact the specialist services mentioned previously as a training needs arises. 
 
 

 
How will you help me to support my child’s learning? 
 

 
Prior to your child starting at De Havilland, you will receive a home visit. This is to help build 
positive relationships with both you and your child and to help us in understanding your child’s 
needs as quickly as possible. It also allows time for you to ask questions.  
  
We value home – school communication and your support with your child’s education. We offer 
support through: 
 

 Meet the team meetings in the Autumn Term 

 Parent consultation evenings 

 End of year report 

 ‘Drop In’ sessions 

 Curriculum workshops 

 Family learning sessions 

 Our open door policy 
 
We send regular ‘learning leaflets’ home that inform you of the learning your child is covering in 
school, these can also be found on our website.    
  
You will be involved in planning meetings should your child require a support plan.  
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How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips? 
 

We consider the needs of all children when planning activities and trips. 
 
It may be appropriate to meet with parents prior to an activity or trip to ensure a plan can be 
agreed prior to the event. Parents may be involved at all stages of the planning and delivery of 
any school trip or event to ensure success. 
  
School trips are planned using Hertfordshire County’s Risk Assessment format, which will include 
individual risk assessments where needed. This process will inform staff allocation.  
 

 
How accessible is the school environment?  
 

 

 Our school is built on split levels, we have two lifts to support access. 

 We have two toilets with wheelchair access. 

 Each member of staff has access to software to support the use of visual aids with 
children.  

  
The classrooms are made accessible to all children through reasonable adjustments; this might 
include easily accessible equipment to support learning, personal resources or different font sizes 
with coloured backgrounds. 
  
To support parents the school also has access to a variety to interpreters including signing. 
 

Who can I contact for further information? 
 

Lauren Walker – Assistant Head / Nurture and Inclusion Leader/ SENCo 
Sarah King – Head of School 
Pippa Bremner – Executive Headteacher 
 
 
The above staff can be contacted via the school office: 
01707 273542 / admin@dehavilland.herts.sch.uk 
 

 
How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new 
school or the next stage of education and life? 
 

Support when joining De Havilland includes: 

 Stay and play (for children joining in Nursery or Reception in September)  

 A home visit 

 A show around 

 A buddy in the same class 
 
Support when moving into the next school year may include: 

 Visits to the new classroom with familiar adults 

 New adults coming to visit current classrooms 

 A transition book 
 

Support for children moving to a new school may include: 

 Liaison with new schools 

 Additional visits arranged to new schools 

mailto:admin@dehavilland.herts.sch.uk
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 Support staff visits to school  

 Transition book (given by new school) 
 
Support for secondary school transfer: 

 Liaison with new schools 

 Additional visits arranged to new schools 

 Heads of year / pastoral support staff visits to school  

 In a few cases, meetings between school, parents and new school staff 
 
 

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational 
needs? 
 

 
The School’s SEN budget allocation is predominantly used to provide additional staff support that 
will be used strategically to support as much identified need as possible. 
  
A smaller percentage is used for specific training and to purchase resources and equipment as 
necessary; all of which is again deployed according to need. 
  
A few children with high needs that require more support than the school budget can sustain, 
may be eligible for Exceptional Needs Funding.  
 
An application can be submitted termly to a panel for an individual child, and the needs of the 
child will then be compared against applications from the rest of the district in order to ensure its’ 
“exceptionality” before agreeing the application. Parents will always be consulted if the school 
trying to secure additional funding for their child. 
 

 
How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive? 
 

 
Decisions around support allocated to children, comes from information gathered by  

 The class teacher 

 The SENCo 

 External professionals 
 
Of course our decisions must form part of a whole school strategic view and take account of all 
the children’s’ best interests. All classes have additional adult support.  
 

 
Additional information 
 
The local authorities ‘local offer’ can be found a www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer  
  
HAND-Hertfordshire Additional Needs Database (information, concessions, support 
groups for children and parents): 
www.hertsdirect.org/hand / 01992 556984 
  
The Parent Partnership Service-an impartial information, advice and support service 
funded by Hertfordshire County Council for parents, carers, young people (0-25) and 
professionals. 
parent.partnership@hertfordshire.gov.uk / 01992 555847   
   
De Havilland Children’s Centre also run other groups for parents that may be relevant to 
your families need.  Call or see their website for details. 

http://www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer
http://www.hertsdirect.org/hand%20/
mailto:parent.partnership@hertfordshire.gov.uk

